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CARGILFIELDCARGILFIELDCARGILFIELDCARGILFIELD    
    

The Publiciser 
 

 

 

BOARDING 
 
 Please make sure that you have written to the office i f 
you want your child to board on a particular night 
during this term and coming terms.  Boarding is very 
full at present and it is very useful at our end i f we 
have a paper-trail of bookings.  Your help is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 If you happen to book a boarding space and for no 
apparent reason do not use it, you must expect to lose 
this opportunity in the future.  Please do contact us i f 
for any reason your child is unable to take up a     
particular booking for a night or a weekend. 

JUNIOR CAMP 
 

 The list for the Junior Camp is now 
closed and we very much look forward 
to this event; details of the camp will be 
sent out in the coming weeks. 

UPDATE FROM JOHN ELDER 
 
 My second treatment is this Friday and I shall be away for 
most of the next week, although I will be popping back to teach 
the 8S Scholars.  Doctors’ orders are Doctors’ orders and I 
shall try to keep to them as best I can.  Your letters and cards 
continue to come in and may I thank all of you for your support 
and concern.  I have told the children that next week I shall  
have a rather trendy hairstyle, so be prepared! 

 
REVISION FOR FORM 6, 7 AND 8 EXAMS 
 
 As you will be aware, these Forms will be sitting exams at the 
end of term and these results will help us set Forms 7 and 8 in 
September.  All members of staff give out revision guidelines on a 
weekly basis; they are there to help and support the children and I 
ask that parents of day children and weekly boarders  remind their 
children to do a little bit of revision during the weekend; once 
again we try to keep this to a minimum, but there are certain re-
quirements during the term, particularly as the child moves from 
Form 6 through to Form 8.  The system at our end is very simple; 
if a child does not ful fil these tasks: he or she simply misses free 
time during break and this is called a Poor Copy.  If you have any 
worries about any aspects of revision for examinations at the 
school, please arrange an appointment to speak with your child’s 
Form Teacher.  In addition, if your child never appears to have 
anything to revise, you should be speaking with the Form Teacher 
as well, because he or she has simply not taken it home! 
 

UK CHESS CHALLENGE 
 
 The qualifying for the UK Chess Challenge has begun at  
Cargilfi eld; 16 keen Chess players have started doing 
battle with each other to see who will quali fy through to 
the first round of the UK Challenge, which will be held 
in Edinburgh on Sunday 4th May.  Suffice it to say, keen-
ness and a little bit of aggression were the order of the 
day on Tuesday afternoon and this qualifying period was 
extended into Thursday afternoon as well. 

 

An unwanted problem 
  
The bundles of dusty cloth 
Stirred as dawn broke; 
A man in 
Rags shivered 
Through the 
Rugs, his face was 
Rough, his hands 
Gnarled, a dog 
Appeared beside him; he 
Stroked it 
Whispering to it 
Like it was human. 
Busy mothers 
Yanked their gawping children 
away 
Hoping someone else 
Would help. 
 
 Fenella T Kemsley age 12 
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL – LEAVING 
SCHOOL EARLY 
 
 May I remind all parents  that you need the permission of the 
Headmaster in order to leave school early or to be absent from 
school.  There is a certain amount of legal support for this and it  
would help us certainly at our end if we knew why your child was 
missing class.  Once again your help is appreciated. 
 

WELL DONE 
 
 I think it is right and proper for the Headmaster to 
praise parents: given the shortage of space in the car 
park, I must  commend most of you for the way you 
approach the car parking situation.  There are      
however one or two parents who continue to use the 
disabled space – please try not to do this – and also 
one or two who park in a way that does not help other 
people. 
 
 I would also like to thank the parent body for the 
way they  approach booking in and planning the eve-
ning club scene.  This is not  particularly easy but it  
does help us that  your children know exactly what  
they are doing, and it is tremendous to have so many 
children here until 8.00 in the evening. 

POTTERY 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have put up a pottery shed – perhaps not the 
right word – which will open next week.  This will 
be used by the children for pottery and is situated 
at the back of the kitchen area next to the kiln.  
You will know that  pottery is an evening club for 
Juniors and Seniors during the week and we are 
introducing pottery as part of the Art and Design 
syllabus so that everybody gets and opportunity, at 
least once in their career, to spend a term in the 
Department.  Lisa-Marie Campbell is taking 
charge of this during the term and will continue to 
look after the evening clubs next term.  Mark Rees, 
the new Head of Art in September has a particular 
interest in ceramics and is very keen that we use 
the Department in the future. 

BOARDING SPACE 
 
 We will be adding a further bedroom to the Girls’ Wing from     
September and in an emergency the Boys’ Wing may move into the 
old Girls’ Wing on the top floor.  There is a bit of pressure at the 
moment, and we certainly do not want to have a situation in which 
boys and girls are unable to board when they make that very big 
decision to come in overnight.  The policy of the school remains that 
day children should be able to board on a regular basis and we will 
try our very best to accommodate this in the future. 

DRUMMING CLUB 
 
 It is proposed that we hold a Thursday 
evening drumming club with Mr Malcolm 
Brown.  Any parent interested in their 
child participating in this club – which is       
intended for enjoyment – should contact the   
offi ce as soon as possible. 

BAGS AND RUCKSACKS 
 
Children at Cargilfield do not require a 
bag at  school; all thei r workbooks are 
kept at school and most children simply 
need to have a pencil case in order to do 
the work.  I banned bags when I came to 
Cargilfi eld having seen them lying all 
over the place and in addition to mess 

and untidiness, they also cause physical damage to the 
child.  We try very hard to make sure that what a child  
requires at the school is kept to a minimum. 

CYCLING PROFICIENCY 
 

Some parents have expressed an interest in a Cycling 
Proficiency course, to be run as an evening club, for 
children in the Upper School.  In order for us to        
ascertain the viability of this could any interested    
parent please contact the office by Tuesday 29th April?  
The course would run for eight weeks. 
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PRE SEASON CRICKET COURSE 
 
 For the final two days of the holidays, a pre season cricket course took place at 
Cargilfi eld run by Ross Stephen, cricket  professional at  Shrewsbury School and 
a high performance coach at the Western   Australian Academy out in Perth.  Not 
a total stranger to us since I had him working here at last summer’s Activity 
Week, but he is one of the most  innovative and inspirational coaches around and 
our thanks to Shrewsbury for sending him up to Scotland at the start of their own 
term.  Despite the French Trip, 17 boys sporting brand new bats and pads turned 
up for 12 hours’ intensive coaching: bowling actions were grooved, batting 
stokes taken apart and rebuilt, and various fielding drills introduced which will 
all hopefully reap rewards this term.  As always with Ross, great fun was had by 
all and his infectious enthusiasm and undoubted passion for the game was evident  
throughout the two days – his innovative approach and technical know-how gave 
the boys an awful lot to think about.  Hopefully, the sun will shine and plenty of 

good cricket will be on show this term: the boys certainly enjoyed a real head start and the good news is that Ross will be returning 
north once again for the Activity Weeks in the summer holidays. 

BOARDING WEEKEND – APRIL 19 th/20th  
 
 The first weekend of the Summer Term saw lovely  sunshine and an 
icy breeze to welcome those children who had opted to be in,          
including a number of wee boarders new to Cargilfield; apparently, the 
weather was rather   hotter for those still out in the Provence in 
France!  As usual, there was a plethora of activities for children to 
taker part in: a group braved the wind to go kayaking; some opted for 
the warmth inside and went to Laserquest; others headed off to Braid Hills to improve their golf swings, while 
the girls preferred creating wonderful Victorian flower  arrangements and 
then enjoyed a pottery session with Lisa Marie; there was also time for a 

group to go to Ratho for some climbing.  Saturday evening was 
rounded off with a game of mixed rounders!  On Sunday, keen 
shooters headed over to Merchiston to use their range;  some had a 
go at French  Cooking, creating a sumptuous lunch of moules and 
beef bourguignon; and in the afternoon there was horse riding at 
Lasswade and   mountain biking; finally, to finish the weekend off,  
those who had the energy went ten pin bowling or to Waterworld 
for a swim!  In  addition, cricket nets and tennis as well as ICT were 
available all weekend, and one or two even did some revision for their CE exams later in the term.   
All in all, a smashing weekend at Cargilfield and great fun was had by all! 
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MUSIC NEWS APRIL 2008 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
The Music Department begins the term with over 230 music 
lessons each week and we welcome Miss Jane Alder to the   
department to teach piano in place of Mrs Renee Kenny who has 
taken over the cello section in Stringers Music Shop. Mrs Kenny 
was always cheerful and optimistic and we will miss her input 
particularly for the insight she gave us from St Mary’s Music 
School where she also used to teach. Miss Julia McGrory will 
take over the cello teaching in the school and we wish her and 
Miss Alder all the best. 
 
Congratulations to those pupils who took Music Exams last term 
with some excellent results: 
Calum Gundry gained a Distinction at Grade 4 Piano 
Rory Macrae gained a Merit at Grade 3 Violin and passed 
Grade 2 Piano 
Nicola Douglas gained a merit at Grade 1 Clarinet 
Robert Richards gained a Merit at Grade 1 on the Flute 
Ben Smith  passed his Grade 1 Clarinet 
 
 Well done to all. 
 
The majority of our pupils will be taking their exams before hal f 

term and practice should begin now. On Sunday a few of our 
instrumentalists will be playing at the orchestral day at Fettes 
and next Tuesday we have the first of our workshops for the 

string players. Friday also sees some of our pupils taking part in 
the Piping Competition at Loretto. We wish them all the best. 

PRE-PREP EASTER EGG HUNT 
 
The spring term ended with the Pre-prep Easter Egg hunt.  
The Easter Bunnies hid the eggs all over the playground 
and the lawn for everyone to find.  There was a slight  
problem with the wind, which kept blowing them off their 
hiding places and onto the ground making them very easy 
to find.!  However it was great to see people helping others  
to find eggs when only the last few really well hidden ones 
were left and there were certainly nothing left for the birds. 
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AMPLEFORTH 
 

Any parents who would 
like to meet Father Gabriel, 
Headmaster of Ampleforth, 
and Senior Staff at the New 
Club in Edinburgh on  the 
evening of Monday 28th 
April should please contact 
the office by Monday 
morning. 
Father Gabriel will be 
preaching in Chapel at 
9.00am on Tuesday 29th 
April and all are welcome 
to attend 
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P3 Play – A Grimm Night for Hans 
Christian Anderson 
 
 This May is our second P3 “major production” 
and we have chosen a very funny play based on 
some of the key characters from Hans Christian 
Anderson and the Brothers Grimm’s work. The 
comedy has quite mature humour and will be 
enjoyed by adults as well as school-aged chil-
dren. We have now got access to the stage and 
the costumes and props are being assembled. 
Tickets will be available soon and a seating plan 
will be organised. The shows will take place on 
Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd May at 1:30pm 
in the Chapel.  
Some key props that we are on the look-out for 
are: 
· 2 old-style telephones 

· small typewriter in any condition – a child’s 
one would be fine! 
· wooden crate (to hold a light 7 year old!) 
violin case (old?) 

Please let Mrs Corbett or Mrs Spencer know 
if you have any of these items. 

Rag Bag Day – 18th April 2008 
 
 The school held a second Rag Bag Day right at the beginning 
of term. We managed to assemble a grand total of 66 bags 
which were duly picked up and taken off to be recycled. We 
will get a cheque towards OXFAM from them as a further 
way of improving our planet! Thanks to everyone who con-
tributed – and especially to the Mackenzie Clan who off-
loaded hal f their belongings before moving back into their 
house! 

 

 
ROMEO AND JULIET:   

FORM 6M PRODUCTION 
 
 Form 6M will stage an abridged production of Romeo and 
Juliet on Thursday, 15th May 2008 in chapel.  The play will 
run from, approximately 17:30 to 18:00.  As this event is 
not in the diary, all Form 6M – and any other interested 
parents – are cordially invited to attend the short             
production.  Posters as reminders of the event, as well as a 
list of the cast, will also be put on display. 

 

Icy/Hot Contrasts 
 
Trees stood  
Upright like soldiers. 
Pipes froze in admiration  
Of the  
Sun’s bright smile. 
Flowers slept, in unison 
Oblivious to  
Each other. The  
soil was as hard as  
cold stones 
 
Blazing fires 
Of the sun’s 
Bright rays beamed on 
Bursting flowers. 
Windows were fries 
And cracked under the  
Pressure of 
The bright light. 
Rivers ran like athletes 
In a mighty marathon.  
  
 Charles McGlone age 13 
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Storm 
 
 The dark 
Clouds rumbled and 
Roared with rage, choking 
And smothering 
The sky. Wind  
Runs across petrified fields, 
Rippling grass 
While dancing shadows 
Swallow and consume the  
Dying light. 
 
 Calm  
 
 The breeze 
Whistles 
With the 
Cheerful birds while trees 
Bathe peacefully 
In the golden 
Light. The stream slowly 
Trickles along, 
Reflecting the light 
And golden corn gently  
Sway and sleep. 
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Mon 28 April   

Tues 29 April 9.00 
 
 
3.15 
 

CHAPEL; Fr Gabriel, Headmaster of         
Ampleforth to preach.   
EVERYONE WELCOME 
P3 Passover  Meal 
String Masterclass 

Wed 30 April 2.30 1st X1 and U11 Cricket v Fettes (h) 
2nd XI Cricket v Fettes (a) 
U13 Rounders v Fettes (h) 
U11 and U10 Rounders v Fettes (a) 
U9 Cricket v Fettes (a) 

Thurs 1 May 1.15 P3 Mad Lab 
Staff Visit to Dalmeny Primary School 

Fri 2 May  P1 Scottish Trees 

Sat 3 May  
 
 
12.30 
1.30 
1.30 

BOARDING WEEKEND: Kayaking,        
Powerboating, Trampolining, Shooting, 
Stained Glass Making, Painballing, 
Mountain Biking, Pottery, Film Making, 
Sea-Cliff Climbing 
1st XI Cricket v Merchiston (a) 
2nd XI Cricket v Merchiston (h) 
U11 Cricker v Merchiston (a) 

Sun 4 May  UK Chess Challenge 
BOARDING WEEKEND: Kayaking, 
Powerboating,   Trampolining, Shoot-
ing, Stained Glass Making, Painballing, 
Mountain Biking, Pottery, Film Making, 
Sea-Cliff Climbing 

Mon 5 May  
4.00 

Eton Scholarship 
Dandylion Trials at Cargilfield 

Tues 6 May 9.00 
9.00 

Roger Elgood - ‘ Insight into Blindness’     
lecture 
Nursery visit to Bonnington House 

Wed 7 May  
2.30 

Oundle Academic and Art  Scholarship 
1st XI and U11 Cricket v Craigclowan 
(a) 
2nd XI Cricket v Craigclowan (h) 

Thurs 8 May   

Fri 9 May  
2.00 
4.00 

French Listening and Speaking Exams 
Dandylion v Wosps Rounders at      
Kilgraston 
Form 6 Parent/Teacher Meeting 

Calendar Update 
TO THE NHS 

 
WARD ONE THE WESTERN GENERAL 

 
 A day in April, day one: 
Crisp – blue – fresh in Edinburgh; 
Yellow stems nod as if they know – 
the walk, quiet, dry cough, nerves. 
Reception – welcoming 
But lilac and sky-blue pastels cannot hide 
the deep red bags – stained – poisons and drips 
of complex names, unknown, feared and 
the wires and trolleys and those never-ending beeps 
And yet all of this becomes your friend, your security: 
Stares turn soft – 
faces – Nurses, all smile, patient – care. 
Quiet, light feet; a deep serenity takes over 
as the spring sun pushes through the blinds. 
Who are you? 
We are ward one, cancer ward. 
Tea ladies – chatty, all for free, lovely creased faces 
to calm 
that fear, that sadness, that worry of litt le hope; 
But here, shared warmth – white uniforms back again 
to notice life, to care for you, 
their eyes everywhere as 
the deep red, the syringes and drips are now part of 
a wonderful life-saving effort. 
Who are you? 
We are lucky – God’s way 
to help us 
realise 
each other 
and say thank you. 
 
 John Elder 

Third Recycle Sale by the Eco Club 
 
 Great excitement descended over the Preprep last term as we prepared for our 
third recycle sale.  The Eco Club hoped to more than emulate our previous 
sales by having a total of more than £200. The “ P3 wing” became a Bakery 
and Charity Shop for a couple of hours and the children sorted out their wares 
into categories. Some children who were off games came down to help with 
the money deals/change and we were set for the crowds of buyers. I am      
delighted to say that we managed to reach the grand total of £214.61, with 
many things selling from our stall on the Friday to passers-by. We even man-
aged to get some great books for our “ Share a Great Read” shelves and some 
outfits for the P3 play. Thank you to all that helped and all who bought – an-
other sizable cheque is on its way to OXFAM!  

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 
 
This tern we welcome two students from Germany, 
Tm Bornstein and Jasmin Laschat into 8S.  We are 
looking for host families to look after them during 
the half term break.  Please contact the office if you 
are able to help. 


