
CARGILFIELD SCHOOL 
45 Gamekeeper’s Road, Edinburgh, EH4 6HU 

Telephone: 0131 336 2207    Fax: 0131 336 3179 
Email: admin@cargilfield.com    Website: www.cargilfield.com 

 
Cargilfield is an Educational Charity No. SC005757    Company Registration No. SC025080 

 
From the Chairman of the Governors 

 
 
Wednesday 4th July 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Alongside my fellow Governors, I would like to thank you for entrusting Cargilfield with the formative 
years of your children’s education. Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated and committed staff body, under 
the guidance of Headmaster, Rob Taylor, the School is in a robust financial position and continues to 
deliver excellent educational results in preparing children for senior schools in Scotland and across the 
United Kingdom.  
  
In providing the very best of rounded educations, our investment priorities are our staff and the fabric 
of the school. In the year ahead and beyond, external factors have set us some additional challenges; 
 

 The Barclay Review of the Scottish Government has determined that independent schools 
should lose the bulk of their business rates relief.  

 
 A Westminster-led decision has set a significant increase in employer contributions to the 

national teachers’ pension scheme.  
 

 This comes at the same time as a large, partly retrospective, pay award for Scottish 
state teachers. While we are not specifically linked to this scale, we value our excellent staff 
highly and it is important that we remain competitive in recruitment, retention and development. 

  
As a Board we are very conscious of the financial commitment you make to Cargilfield and we have 
done our best to mitigate these changes in costs when concluding on fees for the year ahead. Further 
aided by our strong financial position, we have been able to limit the increase in fees to an average of 
3.9% - whilst also freezing our charges for flexi and weekend boarding and evening clubs. 
 
The base fees for the year-ahead are as follows: 
 
Upper school day  £5,540 per term 
Upper school weekly boarding £6,795 per term 
Pre-Prep   £3,527 per term 
Nursery    £3,527 per term 
 
  
Earlier this year we saw the official opening of the new astro facility. This development has been a huge 
success and allows children of all ages and abilities greater access to sports (almost) whatever the 
weather. We continue to explore opportunities to improve the school and this summer will 
see renovation work to enhance facilities in the Pre-Prep building and the girls’ boarding wing.  
  
Looking further out, we are beginning to consider how best to mark the 150th anniversary of Cargilfield. 
The school was founded in 1873 by the Reverend Charles Darnell and is Scotland’s first and oldest 
prep school. Darnell’s aim was “to provide a liberal education and teach the merits of hard work and 
honesty under conditions of happiness and well-being”. This remains at the core of our ethos today, 
and we would like to celebrate by adding to both the physical and academic offering of the 
school. Please put 2023 in your diaries. 
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The Board welcomes regular interaction and feedback from the parent body and can be contacted via 
the School office.   
 
Governors will attend school events and their details can also be found on the School website.  
  
The Board and all the staff at Cargilfield thank you for your commitment to the School over the last year 
and look forward to your ongoing support. 
  
  
With kind regards and my very best wishes, 
 

  

 

 

David Nisbet 

Chairman, Board of Governors 

 


