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Exeliel was fecfing very homesick. AR his e be had
looked forward to bes thirseth dirthday, when be would
serve in the Temple s cne of God's priests.
And here be was, bundreds of miles from his
homcland. Enckicl was one of ten thousand captives !
taken from the Rally sad valleys of Judsh to work on the
plains of Badylonu, when King Nebuchadneszar firmt
took control of Jedah.
Fove years had paosed since Evckied left home.
"How & away the Temple is,” Exekiel thowght
"How far away God seerm.’
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cobonses of the rasbomw.
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land of Babrylon?

“Moeral man,’ said the voice, 'l am sendng you to

warn my people i exlde. They

have rebeliod and turned

ag=st me, Tell them to mend their ways. I will give

you the woeds 10 speak.”
Then the vision wis goae.

Exckiel walked trembley
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God gave Eackiel many visions aher that—ternble
and wonderfel visions, He showed Exckiel how
Nebuchadnezzar would march into Jodsh again,
amﬁnmhmddauuythcl’mﬂt.

el sold the others about it—and noe just in
wm'lkmmmaoﬁvﬂ;lhnmmmld
"

“This is cur own fault,” he sald * Aler all God's
love and goodaess 50 us we beoke his laws, we did
wrong, we even worshipped useless images. This s our
punohment.”

News camse at layt that Nebuchadneszar had
captured Jerusalen and detroyed the ity and Temple,
pust as Ercloed had said he would The exiles were in

“We bave no future now,” they sald “There is no
Bope. God has gives us up.'

Exckiel &d his best 10 coendort them

“It's mot true,” be sad. 'God still Toves us.’

Bt the people would not be comiboeted.

S0 God gave Exckoed » specual new visson. He was
standing = 2 valley, and on the ground all arcund him
thore were boses—the dry bones of old shelenons.

'lehbaa:ul-mdtdmnhoﬁm

. \ sad
Mmmuwwm.uww‘
words, 2 miracle happened. Booe joined 1o bote. The
skeletors stood ep. They became fiesh-and blood
bodies! And God Breathed lide into them through his

"Tell my people what | can do," God said to Eackiel,
"I will brearhe new lide into them and make them coe
nation again. 1 will take them home 1o their owa land.
Aad this tme they will be loyal 5o me. Tell them it's o
peoesise. They should know thas | sdways keep my
l!:'. .







that could a0t be changed.

‘For thirty dayy 0o coe muost ask for anything lrom
any pod. Whoover bresks thes lew will be thrown %0 the
ons.

Duniel knew that the king had ugned the order. Bat
htniﬁpurdw(}od. openly, three temses a day

Duniel's enemies were delighted. Thewr plot had
worked. They burnied 1o tell the kg,

Darius was angry and upset. He thought very hard,
but he could find no way 8o save Daniel

That night Daiel was thrown into 2 deep it full of
homgry bom

The king couldn't eat his supper. He sent all the
royal musicans and entertainers away. He dd not sleep
a witk. As soon as it began to grow hght he hueried 10
the Lhom pat.




‘Datsel.” be called cut. “Wan your God able 10 save
you from the lions?" He did not expect & reply.

But 1o his amazement Daniel's vosce answered,

‘Yes, your srageaty. The Hons have not hurt me
God knew that | was innocent. | bave dome you no
wrong.'

"Set him free at once,' Darius cried. " Aad throw
the men who accused him to the Bom!”

So Duniel came cut unburet, bocsase of his trust m
Gaod

King Duriss made 2 new law

“Let everyone in my kingdom tremble and Sear
belore the God of Daniel, who saved Rim frog the -
pors. He Is the living Ged, for ever and ever.'
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' In the soun of Nazareth @ the north of besel (the &t - )
» ¢ called Galler) theee Sved & giel samed Mary, She was jast '
an codinary prl. She helpod her ssother buke the beead
and spin e wool and fech the water Ble the odher girls
When she was old enoogh her pasents arvanged for her 10
muery Joseph, the towen carpenner, Bt then, one day, r
Mary wis busy with the day’s jobs a5 esusl, her mind .
Mldmt«nhgwd&g.dnhlahdwmdwni;.
ssranger standing watching her, Before she could saya %
pord, the man ke
> 4
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“But | don't understand,’ Mary sasd. “'m not even
mareed yet .. Her bead was buzing with questions.

“This is something God will do Nothing ts too hard
for hims. You rememmber yous cousn Flzabeth? Everyone
m.\wﬂﬁatcaslimhlwchhm But pow abe &
cmmaat‘bg.\'mm.dmbmm&dwm
g

When Mary heard this, she knew that she could truat
Gulwdvﬂumw!'rmi.ﬁrcﬂmhawlo
utslerstand a2 all.
’lwdl‘.h-hnm&wdums.'slrud.
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‘His name is John’
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' 'rr',. ."‘As_m:ubccodd.)@q . t her cousin
" Elizabeth It was 2 Jong journey, butat last she arrived
st the house where Elizabeth lived with her hustund
Zecharah.
*As 3000 38 | Besed the news, | had to come,” Mary
sabd. And she began 10 vell Elxabeth all that had
Bt 10 ber surpeise, Elrabeth already knew.
“It"s & wonderfel thing,’ Elizabeth said, ‘that God
has chosen you to be the mother of the King.'
And she began to 1ell Mary her own surpraing
sLOfY |

Flizabeth and Zechariah had keged for a baby. They
had saked God about it in ther prayers. Bot the yeass
pwdmdmhbym.%hmnmpwdd.aﬂ
they gave up hope.
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Zechanah was 2 preest, and Bis turs came to go o
mrmuhmmwuum-mdm
service. He was specally chosen to go inside the
'l'eqvkmd!umﬁnmmsmdm“mdw
akar.

While he was there, slone, God's ssessenger-angel,
Gabiel, came to ey,

‘Deon't be sbraid, Zechasiah,' the angel said. "God
Mm-rwuu,mt}mhhahmdy\mvlm
for @ baby. You snd Elzabeth will have 2 306. You are
s0 call him John. He will grow up to be 2 great man and
m&yw\mm.(ﬂhn(m’wrmmwﬂ
his people that their King is coming. John will help
them get ready to welcome him.”

Bt Zaochariah really coulda’t believe #t. He and
Elizabeth were 100 obd %0 have a baby!

‘Because you have sot believed God's word," the
anged said, “yoo won't be able to speak, from this
meement until the dey God's prossise comes tree.

When Zechatiah finshed bis duties in the Temple
e went home. He cosldn’t spesk a woed. Elizabeth
couldn't think what bad huppened to him. She was very
woered. Then Zechariah wrote it all dow, 10
oxplan . .
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‘God has kepe his promise,” Elizabeth told Mary, “The
buby is due 10 be borm in four moaths” time. But
Zechariah still can't spesk.”

Mary stayed with Elzabeth and Zechariah for theee
months. Elizabeth's baby was almost doe when Mary
went hosse to Nazaseth

Flizabeth"s baby srrived. It was a boy. All the family
and [rieads were 30 pleased for her! began to
Gscuss the baby's name. Everycoe wanted to call him
Zecharub, after s father. But Elizabeth said, No, the
bady ‘s mame was John.

"Bt no one s called Joba in our femily!” they
argued. And they terned to Zechanab, to ask what be
warned the baby to be called.

Zochasiah picked up his writing tablet. Then, 10
their surprise, he wrote:

'His same is John '

And a1 that moment Zecharah's volce came back.
He was able 50 speak again. And the first thing he &
was 10 thaonk God, cut lowd, for bis Sathe son,




