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Policy on Preventing the Spread of Infection within the Nursery Setting
Minimising exposure to infections in nursery

In order to minimise the spread of infection and to maintain a safe, healthy environment within the nursery setting, we will take these simple but effective precautions.

Children and adults will:

· Wash their hands with soap/cleanser and water after all visits to the lavatory

· Wash their hands with soap/cleanser and water before food handling and/or eating
· Wash their hands with soap/cleanser and water after working in the garden

· Wash their hands with soap/cleanser and water after handling animals

· Dispose of tissues used for wiping noses and dribbles immediately after use

· Be taught and follow the Childsmile rules for infection and prevention control

Limiting the spread of infection

Talking to children about the need to stop germs spreading will help them to understand and follow the above precautions.  
We encourage the children to take responsibility for themselves as they learn the importance of hygiene “rules”.  This forms part of their learning as part of the Health and Wellbeing curriculum of CfE.
Staff will regularly:

· Wash hands as above

· Regularly wipe toy with a mild disinfectant and furniture which have been soiled, sucked or dribbled on

· Regularly wash toys

· Clean tables before and after snack

· Clean chairs once a week

· Clean the nursery toilets each lunchtime and make spot checks throughout the day

· Wear plastic aprons and wash hands after cleaning up small “spillages” i.e. blood, vomit, urine and faeces, even if wearing gloves

· Wear gloves when clearing up larger amounts of “body fluids” (On Duty) and then wash hands

· Cover cuts with plasters or gauze dressings after any necessary cleansing

· Follow the guidelines of the Childsmile infection and prevention control policy

· Follow relevant guidelines in the Infection prevention and control in childcare settings (day care and childminding settings) document March 2011
· Follow guidelines from food hygiene training
Spread of infection
If there are two or more cases of a serious infection i.e sickness/diarrhoea/ chicken pox it needs to be reported to the Care Inspectorate via the eforms part of the Care Inspectorate website.

The forms can be accessed via this link:

https://eforms.careinspectorate.com/
Instances of immune-suppressed children in nursery
If there is a child in the Nursery who is receiving medical treatment which puts them at risk if they are exposed to measles, chickenpox, shingles or cold sores the following should be relayed to parents and carers.

Parents should be informed that the best way to protect any child from measles is for all children in school to be immunised. If their child is not currently immunised and parents would like them to be, ask them to speak to their GP. If any child is suspected of having measles parents should be asked to let the school know immediately.
Children who are immunosuppressed are also at risk from chickenpox and need to be given an injection within three days of contact. If any child is suspected of having chickenpox please ask parents to let the school know immediately.
It is also important that parents let staff know if there are shingles or weeping cold sores at home as this information will need to be passed on.

Ensure that parents follow the strict 48 hours guidelines with regards to sickness and diarrhoea and inform the school of any other infections that their child may have as a matter of urgency.
Children are not allowed to attend Cargilfield while suffering from an infectious condition or illness.
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